
5th Grade News for Team FOR ME 
Written by Ms. Nina Manger 

 

 

With the third trimester under way, each class continues working on the 

science unit of Magnets & Motors. For the last few weeks, the 

students have been observing, describing, and recording the results 

of different experiments into their science notebooks.  Students are 

learning to plan and conduct experiments in which variables are 

controlled, predicting and testing how changing a variable affects the 

outcomes of an experiment, and interpreting the results of experiments to draw 

conclusions.  All of their information is/will be recorded in their science notebooks 

just like real scientists do.  In the weeks to come, our magnificent scientists will 

be creating a simple motor and learn how it can be made from an electromagnet and 

a rotating armature.   

 In Math, the students are continuing to develop strategies for multiplying 

and dividing decimals to the hundredths, using estimation to find reasonable 

answers, using measurement data to create line plots, and solving measurement 

conversion problems using the metric system.  The students have also revisited 

some previously learned concepts such as multiplying and dividing numbers, finding 

volume, and adding and subtracting fractions. 

 In Social Studies, the students were introduced to 

the theme of “New Environments”. This past week, the 

students have wrapped up their study of the 13 original 

colonies where they learned about the challenges that lied 

ahead; including the unfamiliar landscapes, different 

climates and the unique plant and animal life.  This leads us 

into the colonies becoming independent. The children will 

learn how the American colonists faced some difficult 

decisions and their relationship with Britain began to 

deteriorate.  The students will begin their study of the 

American Revolution.  

 As we continue through the trimester, students are 

continuing to fine tune their reading, writing, and word study skills.  In reading, 

students are wrapping up their unit on argument and advocacy issues.  The students 

have worked in research clubs to study an issue that they wanted to learn/debate 

about.  Some examples are: Should killer whale shows be banned?, Should people 

climb Mount Everest?, Are extreme sports worth the risk? and many more. In 



their groups, students read and researched a topic of choice.  They created a claim 

and found information to support their claim. They also had the opportunity to 

debate about their topics. This week, students have presented their final project 

to the class.  

 In writing, students developed an argument essay on chocolate 

milk. The essential question was “Should Chocolate Milk be banned from 

schools?”  The children wrote essays to persuade the school to either 

ban or serve chocolate milk.  Reading their personal claims and the 

reasons they chose to support their argument were unique, for every student had 

different information and facts.  

 Next week the students will take the 5th Grade Language Arts and 

Mathematics PARCC assessments. We will begin new units of study in Language 

Arts the last week of April.  

 Have a wonderful weekend! Let the SUN shine!  

 


